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Transportat ion is  one of  the  s ign i f icant  contr ibutors  o f  a i r
po l lut ion g lobal ly ,  par t icu lar ly  road t ransport ;  which
accounts  for  about  72% of  the  tota l  po l lut ion (by the end
of  2019) .  T ransportat ion ,  dr iven by rapid  growth in  car
use ,  has  been the fastest  growing sources  o f  carbon
emiss ions  in  the wor ld .  By  reducing carbon emiss ions
f rom t ransport  sector ,  we would  be able  to  cut  down
carbon footpr int ,  g lobal ly .  There  are  many ways that  can
be adopted to  reduce carbon emiss ions .  These inc lude
swi tch ing to  renewable  energy ,  energy e f f ic iency ,
increas ing the e f f ic iency of  veh ic le  technology and
changing our  mode of  t rave l .  

The s implest  method to  reduce carbon footpr int  f rom
transport  i s  to  use publ ic  t ransportat ion .  When every
ind iv idual  s tar ts  us ing independent  veh ic les ,  then the
load of  carbon emiss ions  wi l l  become very  h igh .  Instead
of  us ing a  car  for  one person ,  he/she can use publ ic
t ransportat ion or  carpool ing .  Th is  wi l l  cons iderably
reduce carbon footpr int .  To  increase the access  o f  publ ic
t ransportat ion to  people ,  government  should  take
in i t iat ives  such as  increas ing the number  o f  buses  and
tra ins  for  more connect iv i ty ;  implement ing more of  Mass
Rapid Trans i t  (MRT) .  
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Mass Rapid  Trans i t  systems of fer  cons iderable  sav ings in
energy and less  carbon emiss ions .  MRT such as  modern
e lect r ic  t ra ins  can commute a  large number  o f  people  to
dest inat ion in  lesser  t ime.  Bus  Rapid  Trans i t  (BRT)  System
can a lso  be t r ied .  BRT  is  h igh qual i ty  bus-based
transportat ion that  de l ivers  fast ,  comfor table  and cost-
ef fect ive  serv ices  at  metro  leve l  capaci t ies .  I t  can be
done through the prov is ion of  dedicated lanes for  BRT
buses .

Water  t ransportat ion can a lso  be t r ied in  poss ib le  reg ions
cons ider ing the e f f ic iency and safety .  Bangkok in  Thai land
is  an example  of  extens ive  water  t ransport  serv ing
passengers  to  t rave l  a long Chao Phraya R iver  as  wel l  as
cer ta in  canals .  Water  t ransportat ion in  Bangkok is  done
us ing d i f ferent  types  of  boats  and water  bus .  
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I f  there  is  a  s t rong publ ic  t ransportat ion system in  c i t ies
and towns ,  people  wi l l  pre fer  to  opt  for  i t .  Us ing ind iv idual
vehic les  resu l ts  in  increased carbon emiss ions ,  t ra f f ic
congest ion ,  t ime de lays  and a lso  energy secur i ty  i ssues .
To  avo id  a l l  these problems ,  i t  i s  bet ter  to  use publ ic
t ransportat ion .  

Severa l  countr ies  around the wor ld  have decreased
carbon footpr int  in  t ransportat ion sector  by  invest ing
more in  e f f ic ient  and re l iab le  publ ic  t ransportat ion
system.  In  severa l  c i t ies ,  there  are  month ly  pass  systems
avai lab le  for  da i ly  passengers  in  buses  and t ra ins .  People
can make use of  such systems.  Let  us  s tar t  us ing publ ic
t ransportat ion and reduce carbon footpr int .
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