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The Intergovernmenta l  Panel  on Cl imate Change ( IPCC) is
an intergovernmenta l  body of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  which
prov ides  sc ient i f ic  in format ion on human-induced c l imate
change ,  i ts  natura l ,  po l i t ica l ,  and economic impacts  &
r isks  and poss ib le  mi t igat ion opt ions .  I t  was establ ished
in  1988 by the Wor ld  Meteoro logica l  Organizat ion (WMO)
and the Uni ted Nat ions  Env i ronment  Programme (UNEP)
and was later  endorsed by the Uni ted Nat ions  Genera l
Assembly .  The Secretar iat  o f  IPCC is  s i tuated in  Geneva ,
Swi tzer land.  

The IPCC was deve loped f rom an internat ional  sc ient i f ic
body ,  the  “Adv isory  Group on Greenhouse Gases”  set  up in
1985 by the Internat ional  Counci l  o f  Sc ient i f ic  Un ions ,  the
Uni ted Nat ions  Env i ronment  Programme (UNEP) ,  and the
Wor ld  Meteoro logica l  Organizat ion (WMO) to  prov ide
recommendat ions  based on current  research .  Th is  smal l
group of  sc ient is ts  lacked the resources  to  cover  the
increas ingly  complex  interd isc ip l inary  nature  o f  c l imate
sc ience .  
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To make unbiased research on c l imate change ,  the  U .S .
government  was keen in  inst rument ing an independent
body and he lps  in  forming the IPCC as  an autonomous
intergovernmenta l  body in  which sc ient is ts  took  part  both
as experts  on the sc ience and as  o f f ic ia l  representat ives
of  the i r  governments ,  to  produce reports  which had the
f i rm back ing of  a l l  the  leading sc ient is ts  wor ldwide and
reach consensus f rom every  one of  the  part ic ipat ing
governments .  The IPCC does not  conduct  i ts  own or ig ina l
research .  However ,  i t  produces comprehens ive
assessments ,  reports  on spec ia l  top ics ,  and
methodologies .  

The IPCC publ ished i ts  1s t  Assessment  Report  (AR1)  in
1990 and i ts  supplementary  report  in  1992 .  Subsequent ly  i t
publ ished 4  more reports .  Current ly ,  i t  i s  work ing on i ts
6th  Assessment  Report  (AR6) ,  which wi l l  be  completed in
2022 .  Before  IPCC was establ ished ,  the  sc ient i f ic
communi ty  was sp l i t  on whether  C l imate Change impact
was rea l  or  overstated .  IPCC gave c lar i ty  and proved to
the wor ld  that  C l imate Change impacts  are  rea l

3

I P C C  A N D  I T S  R O L E  I N  G L O B A L  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E  M I T I G A T I O N


