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The Uni ted Nat ions  put  for th  a  new of  set  o f  17  un iversa l
goals ,  known as  “susta inable  Deve lopment  Goals  (SDGs)”  to
address  the env i ronmenta l ,  soc ia l  and economic chal lenges
across  the g lobe ,  which was adopted by 193  countr ies  o f  UN
Genera l  Assembly  in  2015 .  These SDGs were  bu i l t  on  the
Mi l lennium Development  Goals  (MDGs) ,  which was s tar ted as
a g lobal  e f for t  to  reduce ext reme poverty ,  ch i ld  morta l i ty ,
H IV/AIDS and other  d iseases ,  e tc .

In  addi t ion to  MDGs ,  the  SDGs a lso  inc lude issues  such as ,
natura l  resource management ,  susta inable  consumpt ion and
product ion ,  e f fect ive  inst i tut ions ,  good governance ,  the  ru le
of  law and peacefu l  soc iet ies .  These 17  SDGs are  inter-
dependent  and have 169 targets  and 232 approved ind icators
to  measure  the compl iance .  A l l  the  countr ies  have a  shared
respons ib i l i ty  towards achiev ing the SDGs ’  target  by  2030 and
have a s ign i f icant  ro le  to  p lay  local ly ,  nat ional ly  as  wel l  as
g lobal ly .  
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Since the adopt ion of  the  SDGs ,  there  have been many
pos i t ive  in i t iat ives .  Many countr ies  have s tar ted incorporat ing
the goals  in to  the i r  nat ional  budgets ,  p lans/st rategies  and
have set  up coord inat ing s t ructures  for  coherent
implementat ion of  goals  across  the sectors .  Par t icu lar ly ,  the
pr ivate  sectors  have begun to  move away f rom the i r
bus iness-as-usual  models  to  eco-f r iendly  bus inesses  by
adopt ing the goals  in  the i r  po l ic ies/st rategies  and
susta inabi l i ty  report ing .  

SDGs wi l l  act  as  a  compass ,  a l ign ing the countr ies ’  p lans  wi th
the i r  g lobal  commitments .  To  achieve the SDGs target ,  the
countr ies  wi l l  requi re  substant ia l  resources ,  susta inable
development  po l ic ies/p lans ,  f inancing s t rategies ,  e tc .  The
engagement  o f  governments ,  c iv i l  soc iety ,  the  pr ivate  sector
and other  s takeholders  wi l l  e f fect ive ly  contr ibute  to  the
real isat ion of  the  SDG goals .  
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