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Sr i lanka has good potent ia l  for  smal l  hydropower  pro jects .
The pro ject  was deve loped as  a  run-of-r iver  hydropower
plant .  The power  p lant  was insta l led in  two phases wi th  4  MW
capaci ty  in  the  f i rs t  phase and another  4  MW capaci ty  in  the
second phase .  The generated e lect r ic i ty  i s  exported to  the
nat ional  e lect r ic i ty  gr id .

The pro ject  was implemented by a  spec ia l  purpose vehic le
(SPV) establ ished for  th is  power  p lant  pro ject .  The smal l
hydropower  p lant  i s  located near  Padiyapele l la  town in
Nuwara E l iya  D is t r ic t .  The water  for  the  power  p lant  operat ion
was sourced f rom the Be l ihu l  Oya R iver ,  one of  the  major
t r ibutar ies  o f  Mahawel iganga,  the  largest  r iver  in  the  country .

The insta l lat ion of  the  power  p lant  prov ided job opportun i t ies
for  the  local  communi t ies .  Adequate t ra in ing was g iven to  the
plant  operators  for  the  smooth operat ion and maintenance of
the power  p lant .  The generated e lect r ic i ty  was purchased by
the Cey lon E lect r ic i ty  Board .  As  i t  was c lean energy ,  i t
rep laced the e lect r ic i ty  in  the  gr id  which would  otherwise  be
generated f rom foss i l  fue l  power  p lants .
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The pro ject  act iv i ty  a lso  created road access  to  the remote
locat ion where  the power  p lant  was located .  Th is  a lso
prov ided easy t ransportat ion for  the  publ ic  f rom the nearby
v i l lages .  The pro ject  d id  not  resu l t  in  any env i ronmenta l
degradat ion as  i t  i s  an on ly  run-of-r iver  power  p lant  that
used on ly  the excess  water  avai lab le  in  the r iver  and a lso
re leased back to  the same wi thout  any s torage .  The
hydropower  technology was prov ided by an equipment
suppl ier  f rom Aust r ia .  The suppl ier  prov ided a l l  necessary
support  for  technology t ransfer  to  the pro ject  deve loper .  The
suppl ier  a lso  t ra ined the pro ject  deve loper  team adequate ly
for  proper  maintenance and operat ion of  the  power  p lant .

Th is  i s  a  c l imate change pro ject  des igned to  reduce the
global  carbon footpr int .  The pro ject  reduced a s ign i f icant
amount  o f  carbon emiss ions  every  year .  The implementat ion
of  the  pro ject  boosted the conf idence of  the  pro ject
deve lopers  and pro ject  owners  to  insta l l  more such smal l
hydropower  p lants  in  Sr i lanka .
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