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The Conference of Parties, known as COP, is the decision-
making body responsible for reviewing the implementation of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFcccC) and any other legal aspects that the COP adopts
and take decisions necessary to promote the effective
implementation of the Convention. It brings together the 197
nations and territories — called Parties — that have signed on
to the Framework Convention. The COP has met annually since
1995.

A key task for the COP is to review the national
communications and emission inventories submitted by
sighatory countries. Based on this information, the COP
assesses the effects of the measures taken by countries and
the progress made in achieving the ultimate objective of the
Convention. Each Party to the Convention is represented at
sessions by a national delegation consisting of one or more
officials empowered to represent and negotiate on behalf of
their government. Each COP provides details on the
implementation of the decisions and negotiates, new
commitments with the individuals or shared objectives. The
final decisions are taken by consensus.

The COP meets every year, unless the Parties decide |
otherwise. The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany
in March, 1995. The COP meets in Bonn, the headquarters of
UNFCCC, unless a signhatory country offers to host the session.
Based on the tradition of the United Nations, signatory
countries are organized into five regional groups, mainly for
the purposes of electing the Bureau, namely: African States,
Asian States, Eastern European States, Latin American and the
Caribbean States, and the Western European and Other States
(the "Other States” include Australia, Canada, Iceland, New
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America, but not Japan, which is in the Asian Group). The COP
Presidency rotates among the five recognized UN groups and
the venue of the COP will also shift among these groups
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