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The Conference of  Par t ies ,  known as  COP ,  i s  the  dec is ion-
making body respons ib le  for  rev iewing the implementat ion of
the Uni ted Nat ions  F ramework  Convent ion on Cl imate Change
(UNFCCC) and any other  legal  aspects  that  the  COP adopts
and take dec is ions  necessary  to  promote the e f fect ive
implementat ion of  the  Convent ion .  I t  br ings  together  the  197
nat ions  and ter r i tor ies  –  ca l led Par t ies  –  that  have s igned on
to  the F ramework  Convent ion .  The COP has met  annual ly  s ince
1995 .  

A  key  task  for  the  COP is  to  rev iew the nat ional
communicat ions  and emiss ion inventor ies  submit ted by
s ignatory  countr ies .  Based on th is  in format ion ,  the  COP
assesses  the e f fects  o f  the  measures  taken by countr ies  and
the progress  made in  achiev ing the u l t imate object ive  o f  the
Convent ion .  Each Par ty  to  the Convent ion is  represented at
sess ions  by a  nat ional  de legat ion cons is t ing of  one or  more
of f ic ia ls  empowered to  represent  and negot iate  on behal f  o f
the i r  government .  Each COP prov ides  deta i ls  on the
implementat ion of  the  dec is ions  and negot iates ,  new
commitments  wi th  the ind iv iduals  or  shared object ives .  The
f ina l  dec is ions  are  taken by consensus .  

The COP meets  every  year ,  un less  the Par t ies  dec ide
otherwise .  The f i rs t  COP meet ing was he ld  in  Ber l in ,  Germany
in  March ,  1995 .  The COP meets  in  Bonn ,  the  headquarters  o f
UNFCCC,  un less  a  s ignatory  country  o f fers  to  host  the  sess ion .
Based on the t radi t ion of  the  Uni ted Nat ions ,  s ignatory
countr ies  are  organized into  f ive  reg ional  groups ,  main ly  for
the purposes  of  e lect ing the Bureau ,  namely :  A f r ican States ,
As ian States ,  Eastern  European States ,  Lat in  Amer ican and the
Car ibbean States ,  and the Western  European and Other  States
(the "Other  States "  inc lude Aust ra l ia ,  Canada,  Ice land ,  New
Zealand ,  Norway ,  Swi tzer land and the Uni ted States  o f
Amer ica ,  but  not  Japan ,  which is  in  the  As ian Group) .  The COP
Pres idency rotates  among the f ive  recognized UN groups and
the venue of  the  COP wi l l  a lso  sh i f t  among these groups
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After  the  Par is  Agreement  at  COP21 ,  work  for  the  g lobal
c l imate change began to  draw up the ru lebook for  the
implementat ion of  Par is  Agreement .  Th is  work  produced a set
of  texts  which guides  a l l  technica l  aspects  o f  implement ing
the Par is  Agreement .  Only  one ru le  was not  adopted at  COP24 ,
in  the absence of  po l i t ica l  consensus .  I t  was that  on f lex ib i l i ty
mechanisms and cooperat ion between countr ies  for  the
implementat ion of  the i r  emiss ions  reduct ions  ( i .e . ,  Ar t ic le  6  o f
the Par is  Agreement) .  Cer ta in  countr ies  re fused to  take into
account  the env i ronmenta l  in tegr i ty  o f  the  Par is  Agreement  in
emiss ions  quota account ing .  Consensus was again  not
achieved at  COP25 in  Madr id ,  where  cer ta in  Par t ies  were
part icu lar ly  obst ruct ive .  

The 26th  sess ion of  the  COP (COP 26)  to  the UNFCCC was
or ig ina l ly  scheduled to  take p lace f rom 9-19  November  2020 ,
in  G lasgow,  UK .  However ,  due to  COVID 19  g lobal  pandemic ,
the  COP Bureau dec ided that  i t  would  take p lace f rom 1- 12
November  2021 ,  in  G lasgow,  UK .  I t  i s  expected that  the  Ar t ic le
6 of  the  Par is  Agreement  would  reach a consensus dur ing
COP26 .
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