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Events  or  gather ings  have become a part  o f  soc ia l  l i fe .  Any
event ,  smal l  or  b ig  accounts  for  the  emiss ions  o f  Green House
Gas (GHG) assoc iated wi th  act iv i t ies  l i ke  t ransportat ion ,
e lect r ic i ty ,  food ,  event  ar rangements ,  e tc .  The emit ted carbon
emiss ion has to  be balanced/compensated by carbon
of fset t ing .  Such events  where  carbon emiss ion is  ba lanced by
carbon of fset t ing are  ca l led carbon neutra l  events .  Carbon
neutra l  events  can be achieved by carbon of fset t ing and
reducing emiss ions .

Many events  such as  F IFA ,  IUCN,  Wor ld  Resource Forum,
Moving for  C l imate Now,  Forum Suisse  sur  les  Resources ,
Ind ian Dance Fest iva l  and Global  Negot iat ion Conference
have taken the s tep forward to  become carbon neutra l .  Many
countr ies  and corporate  around the g lobe are  tak ing
in i t iat ives  in  organiz ing carbon neutra l  events .

Organiz ing a  carbon neutra l  event  requi res  a  good p lanning
wel l  in  advance .  For  organiz ing carbon neutra l  events ,
renewable  energy for  e lect r ic i ty  such as  so lar  or  w ind energy
can be used .  To  reduce carbon emiss ions  f rom t ransportat ion ,
carpool ing ,  publ ic  t ransportat ion and e lect r ic  veh ic les  could
be used .  
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In  case of  food ,  us ing low carbon food l ike  organic  and
seasonal  vegetables  and f ru i ts ,  grocer ies  f rom local  market ,
us ing eco-f r iendly  spoons ,  s t raws and p lates  or  use of
banana leaves  are  some ways to  reduce carbon foot-pr int .
Inv i tat ions  can be made f rom recyc led paper  and fabr ic .
P lantable/seed paper  can be used for  making inv i tat ions .
Food waste  generated f rom the event  can be used to  generate
biogas and other  organic  waste  can be composted .

Carbon neutra l  events  should  use on ly  eco-f r iendly  products
that  are  b iodegradable  and avoid  us ing non-biodegradable
products  such as  p last ics .  I f  carbon emiss ions  are  not
poss ib le  to  be reduced in  some cases ,  then equiva lent
number  o f  t rees  can be p lanted and contr ibuted in
af forestat ion .  Carbon neutra l  events  should  account  for  both
di rect  and ind i rect  sources  o f  carbon emiss ion and take
act ions  to  reduce or  o f fset  i t .  A l l  aspects  o f  the  event  should
be carbon neutra l .

C l imate Neutra l  was launched by UN Cl imate Change in  2015 ,
encouraging a l l  s takeholders  to  achieve c l imate neutra l  by
mid-century  in  accordance wi th  the Par is  Agreement .  I t
proposes  a  set  o f  act ions ;  measure ,  reduce and of fset  w i th
carbon credi ts .  

Organiz ing and conduct ing more of  carbon neutra l  events  wi l l
he lp  in  reducing g lobal  warming and mit igat ing the impacts
of  c l imate change.  Ind iv iduals ,  communi t ies  and
organizat ions  whi le  organiz ing an event  or  gather ing can work
together  in  conduct ing a  carbon neutra l  event .  Such
in i t iat ives  wi l l  encourage others  to  indulge themselves  in
organiz ing carbon-neutra l  events .  Let  us  contr ibute  to
mit igate  c l imate change by organiz ing carbon-neutra l  events
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