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Rais ing economic deve lopment  and l i festy le  i s  increas ing the
use of  personal  veh ic les  in  major  c i t ies  across  the countr ies .
The rapid  increase in  the use of  personal  veh ic les  is  expected
in  coming years  as  the bas ic  road and t ransport
in f rast ructure  has been deve loping cont inuous ly .  But  th is  a lso
has a  downside as  more on-road means that  more t raf f ic
congest ion in  the c i t ies  caus ing increased fue l  consumpt ion ,
a i r  po l lut ion and GHG emiss ions .  A l l  these mean detr imenta l
to  our  Mother  Ear th .  To  address  th is ,  governments  are  tak ing
in i t iat ives  to  promote the use of  publ ic  t ransport .  

Bus  rapid  t ransport  system (BRTS) is  one such approach for
mass mobi l i zat ion .  The BRTS cons is ts  o f  a  dedicated lane for
the publ ic  t ransport  buses  a lone .  Th is  way ,  the  users  o f  the
BRTS can avoid  t raf f ic  congest ion and reduce the i r  t rave l  t ime
between the dest inat ions .  The BRTS of fers  the  advantages of
the Metrora i l  system wi th  the ex is t ing bus t ransport  system at
a lesser  investment .  

F rom energy e f f ic iency and carbon footpr int  reduct ion po ints
of  v iew ,  the  operat ion of  buses  under  BRTS leads to  increased
fue l  e f f ic iency as  the average speed of  buses  is  improved
(due to  avo ided t raf f ic)  and the percentage of  passenger  per
t rans i t  i s  h igher .  
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The buses  a lso  need comparat ive ly  less  maintenance and
face lesser  breakdowns .  As  an induced ef fect ,  when the
passenger  swi tch f rom personal  cars  to  the BRTS ,  a  s ign i f icant
port ion of  the  t raf f ic  on the normal  roads is  a lso  avo ided.  The
passengers  us ing BRTS a lso  reduce the i r  t rave l  t ime between
dest inat ions  thus  made avai lab le  more product ive  hours .

The f i rs t  BRT  of  The Ph i l ipp ines  was deve loped for  the  greater
Cebu Metropol i tan Area in  2017 .  When completed ,  the  in i t ia l
length of  Cebu BRTS wi l l  be  around 1 1  km.  The system wi l l
have 33  s tat ions  wi th  a  f leet  o f  176  buses .  I t  i s  expected that
around 300 ,000 passengers  wi l l  be  us ing the BRTS every  day .
The system is  proposed to  be completed by 2023 .

Th is  i s  a  c l imate change pro ject  des igned to  reduce the
global  carbon footpr int .  Once complete ,  the  pro ject  wi l l
contr ibute  to  the achievement  o f  GHG emiss ion reduct ion
fac i l i tat ing the NDC commitment  o f  the  Ph i l ipp ines .

3

T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S :  
B U S  R A P I D  T R A N S P O R T  S Y S T E M


