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Cogenerat ion means the generat ion of  two d i f ferent  forms of
energy ,  i .e . ,  heat  and e lect r ic i ty .  Th is  concept  was very
popular  in  Europe and other  deve loped nat ions .  However ,  in
the ear ly  1990s ,  they were  not  very  popular  in  deve loping
countr ies .  To  promote cogenerat ion in  South East  As ia ,  the
European Commiss ion (EC) a long wi th  the Assoc iat ion of
Southeast  As ian Nat ions  (ASEAN) came up wi th  a  pro ject
cal led EC-ASEAN Cogen Program.

The main of f ice  o f  the  EC-ASEAN Cogen Program was set  up at
the As ian Inst i tute  o f  Technology (A IT) ,  Bangkok .  Fur ther  in
each Southeast  As ian country ,  a  country  coord inator  was
appointed to  prov ide support  at  the  country  leve l .  Var ious
promot ional  act iv i t ies  were  carr ied out  under  the Cogen
Program in  the in i t ia l  days .  Severa l  b iomass bo i le rs  and
turbogenerators  were  implemented to  produce steam and
elect r ic i ty  separate ly  as  wel l  as  together  in  a  s ing le  p lant .
Severa l  p lants  were  insta l led under  the EC-ASEAN Cogen
Program unt i l  1999 .
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These p lants  were  set  up main ly  wi th in  wood mi l l  complexes ,
r ice  mi l l  complexes  and palm o i l  process ing p lants .  A
s ign i f icant  number  o f  these insta l lat ions  were  set  up in
Thai land ,  Malays ia  and Indones ia .  In  addi t ion to  that ,  the
Cogen Program prov ided severa l  promot ional  act iv i t ies  to
encourage the implementat ion of  modern and ef f ic ient
technologies  to  produce steam,  e lect r ic i ty  and both f rom
agr icu l tura l  wastes  in  Southeast  As ia .  In  other  words ,  The
Cogen Program was inst rumenta l  for  pro ject  owners  to  gain
conf idence in  implement ing such energy generat ion p lants
wi th in  the i r  agro- indust r ia l  complexes .  Th is  program was
ext remely  successfu l  as  i t  led to  technology t ransfer  o f  the
latest  EU technologies  for  bo i le r  and turb ine throughout
Southeast  As ia

Whi le  European suppl iers  benef i ted f rom th is  program,  the
end-users  in  South East  As ia  a lso  benef i ted f rom get t ing the
latest  and modern technologies  which were  normal ly
pract ised on ly  in  the deve loped countr ies .  For  end-users ,  the
program covered up to  15% of  the  investment  cost  in  terms of
the grant .  Th is  gave addi t ional  boos for  the  end-user  to
swi tch to  such modern s team and e lect r ic i ty-generat ing
cogenerat ion technology f rom the EU .
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