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Biogas generat ion f rom indust r ia l  waste  water  would  benef i t
A f r ican soc iety ,  by  prov id ing c lean fue l  f rom renewable  feed-
stocks  and would  he lp  in  a l lev iat ing the energy pover ty .
Un l ike  As ia ,  A f r ica does not  have much exper ience in
indust r ia l  b iogas power  generat ion .

In  Af r ica ,  the  h ighest  potent ia l  to  produce b iogas power  is
f rom starch indust ry  waste  water ,  pa lm o i l  mi l l  waste  water
and sugar  mi l l  waste  water .

Apart  f rom th is ,  cat t le  farms and food indust r ies  a lso  have
cons iderable  potent ia l  to  implement  b iogas power  p lants .  We
observed h ighest  d iese l  usage in  Af r ican countr ies .  Even
wi th in  the same country ,  the  pr ice  var iat ion is  very  h igh (up
to 100%) f rom one p lace to  another .  Such a s i tuat ion is  ideal
to  deve lop b iogas power  pro jects ,  as  the revenue f rom
avoided cost  o f  d iese l  i s  very  h igh .  

Whi le  deve loping the pro jects  in  Af r ica ,  the  pro ject  deve lopers
need to  understand that  i t  takes  more t ime to  deve lop a
pro ject  in  Af r ica ,  when compared to  that  o f  As ia .

The tota l  investment  cost  i s  a lso  h igher  in  Af r ica when
compared to  that  o f  As ia .  But  at  the  same t ime ,  the  returns
are  a lso  h igher  in  Af r ica .  Indust r ies  and deve lopment
organisat ions  could  p lay  an important  ro le  in  the
development  o f  b iogas power  p lants  in  Af r ica

2

B I O G A S  P O W E R  A F R I C A


